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‘‘Rarely, rarely comest thou,
Spirit of Delight !
Wherefore has thou, left me now
Many a day and ®fight ?
Many a weary night and day !
"Tis since thou art fled away.
How shall ever one like me
Win thec back again ?
With the joyous and the free
Thou wilt scoft at pan.
Spirit false ' Thou hast forgot
All but those who need thee not
* *

*

Let me set my mournful ditty
To a merry measure ;—
Thou wilt never come for pity,
Thou wilt come for pleasure.
* * *

Thou art love and lifc ! O come !
Make once morc my heart thy home !’
Shelley
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““The teading idea of the plot is this—should the national mind feel justified
in barbouring violent thoughts against the Bnitish Government?  or to present the
question in another form, 1s the establishment of English supremacy providential
in any sensc? or to put it in a still more final and conclusive form, with what
purpose and with which immediate end in view did providence send the British to
this country? The immediate objcct is thus briefly described in the preface—To put
an end to Moslem tyranny and anarchy in Bengal ; and the mission is thus strikingly
pictured in the last chapter: —'“The Physician said, Satyanand, be not crest fallen.
Whatcver is, is for the best. It is so written that the English should first rule
over the country hefore there could be a revival of the Aryan faith. Harken unto
the counsels of Providence. The faith of the Aryas consisteth not in the worship
of threc hundred and thirty millions of gods and goddesses ; as a matter of fact
that is a popular degradation of religion—that which has brought about the death
of the true Arya faith, the so-called Hinduism of the Mlechhas. True Hinduism
is grounded on knowledge, and not on works. Knowledge is of two kinds—cxternal
and internal. The internal knowledge constitutes the chief part of Hinduism. But
internal knowledge cannot grow unless there is a dcvelopment of the external
knowledge. The spirttual cannot be known unless you know the material. External
knowledge has for a long timc disappeared from the country, and with it has
vanished the Arya faith. To bring about a revival, we should first of all dis-
seminate physical or external knowledge. Now therc is none to teach that; we
ourselves cannot teach it We must nced get it from other countries. The English
are profound masters of physical knowledge, and they are apt tecachers too. Let
us then make them kings. English education will give our men a knowledge of
physical science, and this will enable them to grapple with the problems of their
inner nature. Thus the chief obstacles to the dissemination of Arya faith will be
removed, and truc religion will sparkle into life spontancously and of its own
accord. The British Government shall remain indestructible so long as the Hindus
do not once more become great in knowledge, virtue and power. Hence, O Wise
man, refrain from fighting and follow me.”” This passage embodies the most
recent and the most cnlightened views of the educated Hindus, and happening
as it does in a novel powerfully conceived and wiscly execwted, it will influence
the whole race for good. The author’s dictum we heartily accept as it is one
which already forms the crced of English cducation. We may statc it in this
form: India 1s bound to accept the scicntific method of the West and apply it to
the elucidation of all truth. This idea beautifully expressed, forms a silver thread
as it were, and runs through the tissue of the whole work.”’
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t Scribner’s [of New York] have, justifiably, interpreted the subject more
liberally by the inclusion of novels the background of which is laid in a recognizable
historical period, even though no single character in the book may have a genuine
historical prototype.

—The London Times, 28th Dccember, 1937.
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“Of all his works, however, by far the most important from its astonishing
political consequences was the Ananda Math which was published in 1882, about
the time of the agitation arising out of the Ilbert Bill. The story deals with the
Sannyasi (z.¢., falar or hermit) rebellion of 1772 near Purnea, Tirhut and Dinapur,
and its culmmatmg episode is a crushing victory won by the rcbels over the united
British and Mussalman forces, a success which was not, however, followed up,
owing to the advice of a mysterious ‘physician’ who, speaking as a divinely-inspired
prophet, advises Satyananda, the leader of the children of the Mother’, to abandon
further resistance, since a temporary submission to the British rule is a necessity ;
for Hindusm has become too speculative and unpractical, and the mission of the
English in India is to tcach Ilindus how to reconcile theory and speculation with
the facts of science. The general moral of the Ananda Math, then, is that British
rule and the British education arc to he accepted as the only alternative to Mussul-
man oppression, a moral which Bankim Chandra devcloped also in his
Dharmatattwa, an elaborate religious treatise in which he explained his views as to
the changes necessary in the moral and religious condition of his fellow countrymen
before they could hope to compete on equal terms with the British and Mahomme-
dans. But though the Ananda Math is in form an apology for the loyal acceptance
of British rule, it is none the less inspired by the ideal of the restoratiom, sooner or
later, of a Hindu Kingdom in India This is especially evident in the occasional
verses in the book, of which the Bande Mataram is the most famous.”’
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‘“We catch a glimpse from the Lieutcnant’s report of a female dacoit by namec
Devi Chaudhurani. also in league with [Bhawani] Pathak. She lived in boats,
had a large force of barkandazes in her pay, and committed dacoities on her own
account, besides receiving a share of the bootg ®btained by Pathak. Her title of
Chaudhurani would imply that she was a Zamlndar probably a petty onec, else sh®
need not have lived in boats for fear of capture.”’
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