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~ FOREWORD

The Siege of Bastogne was written from

interviews with nearly all the commanders‘and

- statf orrioers who participated in the deronse
of Bastogne., It does not attempt to tell the
‘whole story of Béstognerr even of the siege
itself, but it presents an intimate picture of
_command:in"aﬁ action ﬁhatlredeived world atten-
tion. ge gioge of Bastogne is essentially
the aceount ot hnw a singla atrong defensive |
f foree wes bullt from separate commands of ar-A
mor, airborne inrantry, and tank destroyers—-

& force convinced that it could not be beaten.

The interviews were conducted at Bastogne
" from 31 December 1944 to 25 Januery 1945 by

" Golonel § L A Marshell, Gaptain John G West-
 over, and lLieutenant A Joseph Webber. Full

and hearty oooperation was glven the histori-
ans by all ofticers and men although Bastogne
 was still under hoavy enemy attack.

Plans for the ooverage of the siege were

5s§t up by Gaptain Westover, who was first on -



the ground. He began work on the operations
of the armor, and made arrangements for Célo-
:,nel Marshallyﬁo cover the,infantry and Lieu~
tenant Webber the tank destroyers. Later
:‘Oolonel}Mﬁrshall,aaaignqd Lieutenant Webber
the gathering or.inrormation on air—supply.

- Interviews were conducted with’individual
‘officers end also with whole groups whenever

possible, The hiatorians had the opportunity

.~ of ohecking official records then completed

with_thé‘staff end commend involved, on the
spof.- They also reviewéd problems of tha de-
“ fense with eommanders at the original scenes
of their aetion. . Additional information was

‘ ~obtained from offieial reoords, QSpeeially toi
chapter I, which is based on a report by the
VIII US Corps. Ceptain L B Glark;and;Sergeant
Eva C Spencer furniéhed supplementary inter-
view»ﬁﬁterial. The paintings were done ai
Bastogne by Techniocal Sergeant Glin Dows.
‘Privete First Glass Joseph Eardello combined
the duties of driver and_oook with ‘the prcfes-'
sion of’bxpeit oonsultknt.v The finel narra~
_ntive was writton by Golonel Hﬁrshall.
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I. TKE-SITUATIQH(I)

The siege of Bastogne 15 one chapter 1n
the history of the battle of the Ardennes. On
16 Dacember 1944, the Germans launchsd their
 .greataat offensive of the-war in the west;,
Achievihg consiﬁarable success in the first
'attacks, they obtained a breakthrough, penatrated
65 miles into Allied territory, halted the _ h
3Alliod of fensive then going on, and threatened
the entife front in the waét; The failure
‘ of‘ﬁﬁe‘énemy drive was duéwih part to American

ffresiatange at St. Vith andiBastogne.

: The background of Bastogne dates from the
fall of 1944. At that time three Emeriean

' armiea, fonming the 12th US Army Graup, were in:
posi;ion,on ﬁha Qentral portion or the western
,gfronﬁ; Tha F1rs£ and Third US Armies were
1ooated along ﬂne Siegfried Line while the Ninth
Us Army was facing the Roer River 1in Germany. '
 A11 threa armies were pushing for the Rhine

over difficult terrain,'across 3wollen rivers,'~



and sgainst determined ehémy resistance. Except
in the Asachen sector, where an udﬁanee was

made to the Roer, thé line did not move dufing
October and Hovember. The Ihird Army fought near
Metz, while the First and Ninth Armies made- the
adfance farther north, near Aachen. Between
these two major efforts an axtenaivelllne of
defense was maintained by the First Army; of

this line the aouthern and major part was main-

tained by the VIII US Corps.

VIII Corps, which was under the command of

Maj Gen Troy H Middleton, had its headquarters
1n'Béstogne, Belgium, ahd‘extended from Losheimnm,
Germany, to akpoiht ﬁherékthe Moselle River |
cros ses tha FPranco-German border; Genérally
parallel to the German frontlier along eastern
Belgium and Luxembourg, it compfisedba front of
488 miles. This éection of the 6§untry, the
Ardennes, has rugged hills, characterized bj
| high plateaux,‘deeply inciééd falleya an& a
reqtricﬁed road net, The mlssion which First
Army gave VIII Corps’was to defend this line
in place. New divisions were brought into this

part of the front for battle indoetrination,if



and battle-worn divisions were sent to the Corps
for re-equlipment and rest. As divisilons were
rotated inse the sector, they took over existing

" wire nets and other facilities.

At the‘beginning of the German attack in
December, the VIII Corps front was held by
tio battle-weary divisions, a greeﬁ infantry div-
iéioh, part of a green armored divisidn, énd,a
cavalry group. The battle—tested divisions,ﬁere
the 4th Inf Div, which in November had fought
a opsily action through the Hurtgen Forestf below
‘Dui?én,"féémany, and the 28th Inf Div, which had
sustﬁinad:hpavyoasualties in the First Army
drive to the Roer. The 106th Inf Div, newljr
arrivéd‘on the continent; entered the Corps 1ine
four days before the offensive began. The l4th
Cav Gp, conslsting of the 18th and 32d Cav Sgs,
hgld the north flank ‘of VIII Corps, and the
9th Armd Div, minus CCB which was with V Corps,
had the ma jority of its units attached to the

divisions.

The enemy facing VIII Corps was estimated
at four divisions. From north to south these

- were the 18th, 26th, 362d and 212th,  Early in



December the 28th Div aaﬁﬂﬁﬁad prisonors and
reaffirmed the presence of theyzﬁth and 3524 Divs,
but the rumors of one or more panzer units in
rear of the German infantry divislons was not

| 6ohfirmed. From 12 December on the Ameiican
outposts along‘tha VIII Corps front heard sounds
1ndicative of a great volume of vehicular

motlion behind the enemy lines.

On the morning of 16 December, the VIIT
Corps front, which had been quiet since the latter
paﬁt of Septenber, suddenly flared up. For more
fhan’a month the enemy had been cohcentrating
 some 25 divisions without disclosing 1t. At
0500 heavy artillsry concentrations struck along

" the entire VIII Corps front and were soon fol-

~_lowed by tank and infantry attacks. The strong-

est attacks were in the north near the V and

VIII Corps boundary.

The infantry-tank attack on the north flank

- of the Corps began at 0800,and in three hours
the enemy had_penétratod the 14th Cev Gp posi-
tion four kilometars.‘ Groﬁp‘raservga wéfsneom-f
mitted and the 106th Div pﬁt‘out flank prbtectioh‘
to the north, Through tﬁs'fight of the 106th

\
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Div the enemy advanced two kilometers rapidly

but c¢hen a8 reserves were brought up hils progress
German

was slowed, The gains thraatened to isolate

two regiments of the 106 th m‘rision. Captured

'documents showed that on this day the enemy

hoped to take St. Vith, This he did not do.

Against the 28th Div the enemy used two
panzer divisions, three 1nfantry divisiona and
one pgradhute division in an‘lnfanﬂry-tank attack
on the "Ridge Road" just west of the Our River.
In operation, two enemy dlvisions assaulted
each'ragiment._ In the center and right of the
Diviaipn‘the enemy made advances up to sevéd
kilometers and eros sed the northéaouth highway
at several pointé. In the southern part or:ﬁhe
VIII Corps the 9th Armd and the 4th Inf Div were
also attaéked by the enemy. These attacks were
diviersionary in nature to prevent the ahifﬁing

of troops to the north,

At the start of the Gorman offensive VITI
Corps”msérvea consisted of an amorad écmbét‘ ‘
ammand and four battalions of com‘bat enginaers. .
I'he anginears were aasembled during bha first

morning, and as the seriousness of the enemy
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thrust became apparent, édditional troops were
made avallable. In the hcrth on the seﬁenteenth,
CCB of the 9th Armd Div was released from V Corps
and the 7th Armd Div was ordared to close in:

 an assembly area near St. Vith. ‘In the south
‘the 10th Armd Div was moved toward aﬁ assembly
arega near Luxembourg. Orders were also issued

to move the 10lst and 82d Abn Divs to the

threatened area.

From captured documents and from the direc-
tion of early thrusts it Eacame,evidant to Corps
that the cbj;ctive of the attacks was Liege and
possibly Namur. The number of divisions identi-
fied indicated that the enemy neceded a system
of roads.greater.than those in the area under
i1mmediate threat. To prevent the ene@y from
~securing the roed nets a Corpévdefensive plan
- of two parts ﬁas selected. The first phase was
to cause a maximum delaj by defending in place
along the otiginal line of the Corps. The
'Ccrps realized that bbﬁh the‘sxtensive_froﬁt‘
and small reserves mlghﬁ~not allow this phase to
last very long. The second phase-of the defense

was to deny the vital road nets to the enemy



by building strong defenses in front of St. Vith,
Houffalize, Bastogne; and Luxembourg as rapidly
a8 possible. Prompt assistance from the First
and Thifd Armies would bﬁild up the defense of
St. Vith and Luxembourg; the attachment of two
airborne divisions would make the defense of
Bastogne and Houffalize possible. Unfortunately,
no troops were ever made avallable to defend |

Houffalize,

On the second day of the offensive thé
éneﬁy increased his pressure along the entire
front, especially in the north. The V Corps
-right flank was forced back and 1n‘the VIII
Corps, infantry and armor héd by 0900 cut off
two regiments éfktha 106th Division. Yo stem
the advance on St, Vith the 168th Engr C Bn
fought a delaying sction north and east of
that town, CCB, 9th Afmd Div, was put into the
yline and thekVth Armd Diﬁ was committed plece-

meal as 1t arrived in the evening.

- In the 28th Div sector the Germans began
thelr attacks early and made large galnas, The
left flank was forced to withdraw to the west *



bank of the Our River and tho rl;ht was pushed

back an addi tional two to six kilowmeters. Butb

it was in the center of the divislon,where one
sallent o7 13 and amother of 10 kilometers exiated,v
thut the eneny made his largost galns. Dvery-
where th%f%ﬁ%ﬁ%}awal had been seven to ten kilo-
meters, it sonme patnta the anemy was within

18 kilomotars of Bastogne.

On the southern flank of the VITI Corps the
4th Inf Div defended agulnst strong attacks,
bﬁt the enemy did not meke the effort here that
he aid farthor north, The 10th Armd Div reached
the Luxembourg erea in timo to defintbely

assure its defonse,

On 18 Decamber, the third day of the offen-
sive, the enemy increased the somentum of his
(drive in the aenter‘of VIII Corps. ‘he Corps
north rlanktwas bolstered by ﬁhe'arrival of the
7th Armd DAv but remained extremely critlcal
bacause of the dgap péuetrationa ?“ the V Corps
soctor. Dut the wel ht angainst the 28th Div
wes so ovorwhelming that 1ts thin defenses dis-
lntégratod and the onsmy'achiaved a bvaa&ﬁhrough;



The right flank,which had pulled baci across
the Cur Rivor the pravieus night,wﬁs unable to
stebilizs its llnes. In the withdrawal o wide
cap was created through which the énamy pushed
a great desal of armor. In the center enemy
' thrusts between strongpbints encircled companies
and destroyed or captured them one by cne. To
lydiviaian the picﬁurq was obscure throughout the
' day because of 10§t'commuhieationn; but the
__appearance of many enemy columns behind the
| rpginmntal ssctors and the traglc tales of
l7str§gglevs indicated a complete M sintegration
" of regimental defenges. The 28th Div CP was
itsell attacked when tha enemy approached Wiltz.
The 44th fngr C Bn, the 447th AAA Bn, and
miscellaneous h@nﬁquarters personnel from the
diviaien were used to defend the town. Comrmni-

aatiana remained with only one r@gtmant.‘

Directly behind thaﬂ&th .mv on the St.
fVith-Bastagna road uére roadblacks:eﬁtabliahed
by CCR, Bth Armmd Division. One block, known
as Task Force Rose, wes attacked in tha mornlng
‘and overrun by mﬁe,énamy by‘1400;; A rosdblock

~on the Wiltz-Bastogne rosd, known as Task Force
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Hayze, came under heavy enemy attack by 1l8lb5.
The Germans overran this roadblock during the
night of the 18-19 December and came within three
kilometers of Bastogne. The defense of Bastogne
now became the task of alrborne infantry and

armor which had been ordered 1nto the sector.
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II. THE CONCENTRATION

On 17 and 18 December, three battle-tested
organizations by different routes and under sep-
arate authoriiy began their moves toward the
town in the Belglan Ardennea-wiﬁh whose names
their,own fame was tc be thereafter insep&rablyi
linked. Orders were received by the Third Army
from 12th Ammy Group on the sixteenth directing
the 10th Aﬁmd Div to be temporarily attached to
VIII Corps, First~krmy, to counter a serious
'attempt‘at‘a breakth;ough on the part of the
enemy.(1) At 1320 on 17 December, in compliance
with the order, CCB, 10th Armd Div, took its
first stop‘toward‘Bastognnghan it moved from
. a rest area at Reméling, France, to the vicinity
of Mari, Luxembourg. (2) 'That evening at 2030
the 10lst Abn Div, which was then re-outfitting
in a training area at Camp Mourmelon (near Reims,
France), received talephone orders from Head—
quarters XVIII Abn Corps that it was to go to
Bastogne.(s) On the following night, 18 December
at léOQ,‘ﬁhe 705th;TD”BnQ then in position at
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Kohlsdheid, Germany, was ordered by the Ninth
| ; '

Army tio march to Bastogne and report to VIII

Corps}(4)

ﬂastogne, then the Headquarters of VIII
Corpsm was an 1mportant place for rendezvous.
-The t%wn 18 a nodal point in the highway system
of th% eastern Ardennes~-a coﬁntryside forbidding
to tb% movément of mechanized fbrces except when
the r%ads are under control. By holding at
Baaﬁo%ne the VIII Corps could unhinge the |
commuiications of the Germans who were striking
iouth?and west toward the line of the River
| Meugei(s)

’

éGB closed in the vieinity of Merl at
2155.3 On the following morning 1t was ordered
to mo%e 1ndependent1y of the lOth Armd Div to'
Join VIII Corps and took the road through Arlon
to Baqtqgne. On the way Col “illiam L Roberts,
the cémmander, recelved a request from Maj Gen
Nomnaé D Cota, commending the 28th Inf Div, to
éuppoét his force at Wiltz by putting CGBﬂinto
poaition south and southeast of the tgﬁn. But
this écberts could not do and comply with his

¢
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Corps orders, so he took his column on into.
Bastogne and reported to Ma] Gen Middleton at
1600.(6)

At Camp Mourmelon, 10lst Div was short many

of its soldiers who were on leave in Paris, The
Division Commander was in the United States.
The_Assistant'Division Commander was giving a
lecture in England on the airborne operatién in
Holland. The Artillery Commander, Brig Gen

| Anihony C McAuliffe, got the Division staff
-tégether at 2100 on 17 December and outliﬁed the
prospect in these words, "All I know of the
situatioh'is that there has been a breakthrough
and we have got to get up there," He directed
the Division to move out in combat teaﬁs'with—

out walting for the men on pass.(7)

An advance party was then set up to prededs
the Division to Bastogne. 1In the party was a
representative from each major unit and a com-
pany of engineers who were to be used as guides
to lead<the combat teams into their Bastogne
assembly areas.(8) Just as the advance party

was pulling away from Camp Mourmelon at noon of

G,
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the eighteenth, the Acting Chief of Staff of
the Division, Lt Col Ned D Moore, ran out of
the CP and told the party that XVIII Corps was
to handle the operation and that they should go
to a rendezvaﬁs with XVIITI Corps at the cross-
roads in Werbomont, 30 miles north df their
original destination. This they d1d.(9) It
was an error that might have been fatal though
in the end it coat nothing. On reaching Werbo-
mont the night of 18 Degember they were told
that the operation was being handled by VIII
Corps and that they:ware‘even then due in
Bastogne. 1In this way the advance;party failed
in 1ts mié;ion And did nct}readh the objéctive

until 0300 on the morning of 19 December. (10)

Ten mimtes after the advance party had
left Mourmelon, McAuliffe started for Werbomont
taking with him his G-3, Lt Col H W O Kinnard, -
and his eide, lst Lt Frederic D Starrett.(11)
They drove as rapidiy as they could, passing
many elements of the 82d Abn Div along the
route, At Neufchateau, Gen McAuliffe was in-
formed by VIII Corps that the Division was
attached to VIII Corps at Bastogne. Officer



guldes were left in the town to see that the
column received the new route. On reaching.Bas-
togﬁe at 1600, McAuliffe's pafty went directlj
to the CP of VIII Corps, which was located

in the former German barracks at the westefn
edge of town, and reportéd to Gen Middleton.(1l2)
At that same moment Col Roberts, who had aerrived
shead of his column, presented himseif.to Mid-}
dleton and reported that CCB was on the road

and would soon be 1n Bastogne.(13) Middleton
asked Robéris, "How many’téams can you make up?"
Roberts replied,’"Thfee." The general then

- said, ﬁYou will move without delay in three
teams to these pésitions and counter enemy
threats. One team wlll go to the southeast of
Wardin; one team to the vicinity of Longvilly
and one team to the #1cinity of_Noville. " Move
with the utmost spéed.:'Hold these positions at
all costs."(14)

Rdberts accepted the order without demur
though at that moment he believed that the dis-
ﬁribution.Of his force over so great an area
- would make it ineffective, But he made the

‘mental reservation that the Corps Commender must



z

know the situation much better than himself.(15)
Middleton's decision was the initilal tactical
step which 1ead finally to the saving of Bastogne,
(18) CCB continued on 1ts way moving north and

east to carry out its orders.(1l7)

éhile McAuliffe and his party were on the
road, at Mqurmélon,the Division was working with
the problems of the move, The f ew hours before
the Division began 1ts march were utilized‘in
prepafation'for departuré and in partly provid-
ing those combat suppiies'which had beon lost
in Holland. Such things as mortars,’fifle
ammunition,‘entrehdhing tools, Arctic oVershDes,
blankets and gas masks were far below T/BA.(18)
In the great emergency, Transportation Corps
and 01sevBase Section scted witﬁ ufﬁost dispatch
and ralllsd truck groups from Rouen and Paris.
Many of tﬁe truckers had‘already been long on -
the road when they were ordered to Mourmelon.
They were intercepted; unloaded on the spot, and
directed to thelr new destination, The first
trucks arrived at 0900, The last of the 330
trucks needed for the movement of 11,000 men

arrived at the camp at 1720.(19) At 2000, eleven



hours after the arrival of the first vehicles,
the last man was outloaded. .As.far‘as Eouillon?‘
Belgium, the column ran with lights blazing.

It was & calculated risk taken by 1l0Olst for the

- sake of speed. The nlght was clear and the
stars shone brightly. Had the Luftwaffe comb

on then, the s tory of Bastogne might have taken
a different turn.(zo)

In,Bautogne, Middleton sketched the situation
to’McAuliffo and Kinnerd very roughly, telling
them, "“There has been a ma jor pehetration...“ and
"1..de¥tain of my un15s,vespecid}ly the 106th
and 28th Divislons, are broken." In the absence
of the adﬁance party Kinnard tried to function

as an entire Division staff during the confer-

1vene§. But after discussing matters with both

“the G+2 and G-3 sections at Corps, he had only
ﬁho vaguest picture of what was happening and
felt altogether uncertain about both the friendly
| and enemy situations.(Sl) ‘He gathered that

some armorqd elements ~-~the ch Armd Div and lOth
 Armd Div were mentloned--were out in‘froﬁt,of
Bastogne, buﬁ he could’not pin point wheée thelr

roadblocks were located. Because of their own
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" uncertainty, both he and McAuliffe became
acutely concerned over plans for the night

bl vouac. Furtharfthan that, they worried that
the coiumn might bé hit while it was still

on the road or that it might even be caught by
the German ailr while far back,(22)

While the light‘remained; thaj took a
quick éwing out over the Area west of town and |
_ McAuliffe polnted out to Kinnard whers he wanted
the Division placed. It was a snap decision,
yet it.importantly 1h£1uenced the campaign
because it placed the Division in a shelbered
forward assembly.area until it was ready to
atfike.' In the emergency Kinnard grabbsd an
MP private from Corps and sent him to the
cros sroads at Sprimont to meet the Division as
1t came on. He and McAuliffe then went to the
Junction 6f the Arlon and Neufchateau roads in
Bastogne to ﬁaka anothér attempt to find the
advance party. Kinnard had with him nine
1:100,000 and six 1:50,000 maps of the area.
This was all that the Corps:staff‘could glve
him to fight the operétion. When he returned

from the reconnaissance, Kinnard searched at



Corps for more maps but fouhd that the.Map
Section was already moving out, From Corps he
>obta1ned-én administrative order telling the
location of ammuni tion dumps, water points,

evacuation hospitals and other installétionn.(25)

At this time two offidorsnfrom 502d Regt,

‘ ﬁho were supposed to have acéqmpanied the ad-
‘vance pirﬁj but had fortunately missed 1t,
showed up at Corps Headquarters, They jolned
Kinnard and Starrett and drove west to Mande-
St-Etienne. Here they met & jeepload of 327th |
Régt officers who had also missed the advance
pérty. Kinnard now had enough personnel to

set up ﬁhé assembly area. An officer gulde was
- postéd on the M&nde—St—Etianﬁe road to direct
the incoming column and Starrett went to work
setting up a division CP in a nearby farm house.
The romaiﬁing officprs reconnoitarpd their |
regimental areas and made their plans for the
night dispositions. The hour was a little after
1800 and there was not yet any sound of coambat
in the vicinlty. A heévy maintenanée company
from 28th Div was already in Mande-St-Etienne.

The commander told Kinnard this was his area and

43



he would not leave. Kinnard had to return to
Bastogne to get an order from the Corp Commander
to clear the area. Around Gen Middleton in the
Corps CP there wefe now only six or eight
officers. (24) |

‘Maj Gen Matthew B Ridgway, the Commander of
XVIII Abn Corps, came to VIII Corps Headquarters
about 2030. Ridgway and Middleton were each v
‘under the 1mpressioﬁ ﬁhat his Corps was responsihle
for 10lst. They called First Army Headquarters |
and were told that the Division would operate
under VIII Corps. McAuliffe declded to stay at
Corps t@}gat his mlssion for the next day.
During the conference of the corps commanders,
Brig Gen Geralva Higgiﬁs, Assistant Diviaion
Commander of the lOlst,’who had been called from
| Englandﬁby McAuliffe, arrived.(25)

Higgins and Kinnard went out to the Diviaioh
assenbly area. Lt Starrett had found that the
local school houaé was a better CP than the
dweiling‘ihich Kinnard had designated and on his
own initiative had made the change. He already
had telephone linen_strung to Corps and to
501st Regiment. An officer from the 506th Regt



who had missed the advance party reported at
the CP and was given his sector. Things were

now beginning to look & little more snug.(26)

That night in Bastogne was quiet, largely
because the 28th Inf Div was holding on command-
ing ground around Wiltse ang fighting the enemy
of{ for a few vital hours. Many stragglers were
falling back through the town and the roads were
Jammed to the south and west. No attempt was
made to'hold any of these men at the time.

Corps was busy with its evacuation and CCB &and
101st were engrossed in their owmn problems, Co'l
Roberts, who had set up his CP in Hotel Lebrun
at 1800, found that it was difficult even to
persuade the organizations who were about to
withdraw to give up their motor parks so that he
could get his own vehicles off the streets.(27)

The third mﬁjor part of the Bastogne garri-
son, the 705th TD Bn, under command of Lt Col
Clifford D Templeton, got its marching orders
at 1800 on 18 December. It left Kohlacheld,
Germany, at 2240, but could not proceed by the

ahortestAroute--Liego,~Houffalize, Bastogne--



because the enemy was alfeady around Houffallze,
The column therefore proceeded via Laroche

where itwent into a defensive position along

the heights six mileﬁ south of the ﬁcwn at 0915
on 19 December, Templeton looked Laroche over
and was thoroughly alarmed at what he found.
American units were sprawled along the road.

They were making little or no effort to adjust
themselves to the situation or to set up a
 local defense. So in midmorning Templeton sent
ﬁwo‘platoons with four TDs to set up a rbadbloak
to the north of the towm. Leaving the bat talion
gt Laroche, he then went on to Neufchateau, where
VIII Corps was newly established. Middleton told
him'to get on Iinto Bastogne and attach himselfl

to the 101st Division. An officer was sent

back to LaLroche to bring the battalion on but

to leave the roadblock force in place.(28)

Templeton and hlis command section, after
reporting to McAuliffe,~$tarted'northwest to
meet the oncoming coiumn;d At Bertogne the sec-
tion was ambushed by a German party armed with
two machine guns, one self-propelled gun and

several small antialrcraft guns. The openling



fire wounded three men, destroyed a Jeep and
forced the abandonment of the armored command
vehicle. Templeton's men withdrew along the road
about one-~half mile iith all thelr weapons én-
gaging the enemy. This action took place about

1500 and was over in twenty minutes. (29)

Temple ton radloed to his,battalién‘to ex-
pect the roadblock at Bertogne. He then told
them, however, that the roadblock could be over-
yhélmed and the battalion was to "come any way
possible to Bastogne but get thers." He did
not know that the Bertogne road was impassable

as the bridge above the town was out. In the
late afternoon the command section‘retufned to
Bastogne to eatabiish its CP. Templeton:then‘
radiééd the commander of thetsuppiy train to |
"find a haven in the west and hook up with some
big friends." He felt quite certain that his
train would get thﬁough‘safely‘because the one
8 accompanying it was capable of dealing with
any roving enemy tank orvinrantryfgroup along
the way. The 705th TD Bn reached Bastogne at
2030, by the route Laroche-Chanplon-Ortheuville-
Bastogne. (30) ”



With the arrival of the 705th TD Bn, all the
organizations present in Bastogne during the
seige were gathered. The 10lst and CCB had begun
the fight that morning and the TDs were now ready
to link their power with that of the armor and
the Infantry. MNen of every unit had morale. of
the highest quality and with their weapons each
was capable‘ of stiffening the other. It was
e matter of findlng the way through courage,
resource, and good will.



III. TEAM CHERRY

/ Oﬁ the evening of 18 December, Roberts ordered
Team Cherryvta move out along the road leading
east and go tnto position near Longvilly. It
thereby became the first of the Bastogne rein-
forcements to move out and engage the ehemy; The
‘forae under command of Lt Col Henry T Gherrj (co

 3d Tk Bn, 10 Armd Div) included the 3d Bn, Co C

‘of the 20th Armd Inf Bn, the 3d Plat of Co C oi
the 55th Engr Bn and 2d Plat of Trp B of the 90th
GavalﬁykSquadron.(l) | |

~ They went on into the darkness, knowing only
this of their situation, that some parts of COR
of the 9th Armd Div 'ére supposed to.be in the
vicinity of Longvilly and that the enemy was re-
" ported advancing toward that town from the east.
The march was uneventful. 1lst Lt Edward P. |
Hyduke (CO, Co A, 3d T% Bn),;comhanding the advance
;guard,fcame to a hslt just short of Longvilly
at 1920. ‘1he town 1s on low ground and its
- streets. seemed to be already Jammed with the -
vehicles of CCR. Leaving the main body, Cherry



went forward to the CP, of CbR to learn their in-
tentions. But they had no plan and did not

know whether they would btay orﬁget‘out. . So
‘Cherry rétufned to hia force, which was then re-
'fueling‘on the road, and told Hyduke to make &
reconnaissance and occupy ground west of thé

town before dawn came. The main bddy was to -

“remain 1000 yards west of the town until there
- was & change in CCR's sltuation. At 2500‘thrry )

- returned to headquarters in Bastogne to tell
 Roberts how things were going. As he went
through Mageret he noticed that CCR's trains

were headed for the rear. Roberts told him

that he was to cover CCR's main body if it with-

drew, but in any case he was to hold at Long-
villy. The road wéslalready plagued with strag-
glers, most of themimoving in trucks and half-
tracks back toward.Bgstogne. They knew nothing
except they had last seen the enemy about six
miies,easb~dlongithe.m§in road. When asked
what the Germans had, they repeated: "Tanks,

tanks, tanks," end then moved on to the rear..

CCR was set up with roadblocks to the north

and east of Longvilly;.with‘one battalion of

hY)



infantry and another of tanks supporting the
blocks, and iwo bafteries.of'artillery helping
to cover them from a position next the towa. But
there was no close-in défense around the houses.
Looking these dlispositions over, Hyduke decided
there was danger that the enemy might come in
from the aagth. So he sent his platoon of |
cavalry in that direction with instructions to
withdraw quickly if the pressure became heavy.
Saven light tanks were placed forward with four
medium tanks covering to the right. Infantry
were outposted north of the position. One of
the fleld artlllery batteries from CCR tied in
with Hyduke's party and shortly thereafter
opened fire to the eastward, though Hyduke never

learned at what they were firing.

At 2340, CCR started its withdrawal from
Longvilly, though it was not until two hours
later, while Cherry was returning to his team,
‘that he got word by radio from Hyduke that Team
Cherry was now holding alone. The next few
minutes brought more dlistressing news to the
commander. In Neffe he met a wounded enlisted

man who said that his vehicle had been shot up
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near Mageret. Jhen a sergeant told nim that a
strong UGerman peatrol had entered Mageret Jjust
before midni:ht. This meant that the Germans
were across the road between Cherry and hia’Toam.'
Cherry radloed Capt William F Ryerson (GO of Co

C, 20th Armd Inf Bn, 10 Armd Div), who had been
left in command et Longvilly, to get & patrol

to Mageret asnd reopen the mad.‘ Two squads of
infantry were sent in a halftrack on this mission.
They dizmountéd beforse reachling the village and
approached stealthily. Within a few minutes they
had located three snemy tanks and en infantry
force, which they guessed to be about one company, -
in positions around the crossroads at Mageret.
They nad come in along the one side of the town
which was not beling covered by an enemy tapk,

and while they walted there they heard another
armorod thicla coming up behind them. ior a few
seconds they were in & cold sweat, thinking they
wers about to be trapped by a fourth tank, In-
stead, it proved to be an American TD., The in-
fahtr&men and the TD crew discussed their chances
and decided they weren't strong énough to attack

Mageret. So they returned to Ryerson. DBy then



Ryerson had heard from Roberts that he was to
commandeer any American men or equlipment which
he could use. So he drafted the TD into his
outfit.

The discovery that the enemy was across the
Team's rear, quickly followed by Ryerson's re-
port of the enemy strength which his patrol had
found st Mageret, convinced Chefry and Roberts
that the—seelities—ef the situation was such
that Longvilly could not be held. (herry ordered.
the advance guard under Hyduke to hold its
ground at Longvilly while the malin body tried to
beat 1ts way back through Mageret. These orders,
which arrived at 0830, turned the advance guard
into a rear guard. Cherry went back to his CP
which was in & stoutly walled chateau 300 yards
south of Neffe, end stayed there awalting
developments. The CP force, the rear guard and
the main body were each engaged during the entire
day in widely separated actions.(2)

Through these misadventures and decisions,
Team Cherry had come to a pass where 1t could
no longer confront the on-coming enemy and where

most of its strivings would be directed toward
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keeping 1tself in belng and covering its own
flanks and rear. Whether the German advance
into Bastogne from the eastward could be checked
and thrown 1nt§ recoll now depended on the forces

of 10lst Division.



IV. THE FIRST MEETING

They‘played in luck from the beginning and
thelir luck began weeks before the siege started,
<  In thsisarly part of November a young lieutenant
’eolonplrcomménding a regiment on the Neder Ri jn
front in Holland tbok'é busman's holiday and
'Bpent-two days'! leave in Bastogne. He was
possessed of an eye for ground and a keenness
for the study of it far beyond the powers of the
average regimental commander and he spent his
 tuo days roaming over the ridges east of‘Bastogne
‘and rerlééting on thelr military significance.(l)

. This was Julian Ewell, commanding the 50Lst
Prcht Infantry. it was luck that in giving the
march order prior to leaving Mourmelon, McAulirfe
had put 501lst Regt at the head of the column.(2)
It was luck agaih that Ewell got away well in

'adﬁance of the column and was the first commander
to arrive in the vielnity of the bivouac.(3) He
ran into a wire-stringing detall, asked what they

were doing, found that they were'menufrom 10lst



and then followed the wires into the Division CP.

Then he got ready to‘guide his men in.(4)

All down the route over which -he had coms
he had found the traffic blocking and etopping,
and he'didn‘t expect 501st to come up to him
before 2300 because of this backwash.(5) But 1t
beat that schedule by one-half hour and Ewell
was olosed in his area by 2400. MNcAuliffe knew
at midnight that he had one regiment ready.(6)

~ Earlier in the night Ewell had talked to
McAuliffe and Higgins. The one thing on which
all of'ﬁbefoommandera agreed was that no one
could be certain of anything. Ewell sald of him-
self that he was as mich in the dark @s‘any man
phegent. But he pfogehted to his commandér that
he shéuid be given a definite assignment. It

was & large request, the situation considered.

The index finger pointed out along the road
running eastward--toward the ridges where Ewell |
had walked in NeVember--#lthough neither Middleton
or McAuliffe ever knew that he had seen the
'grauhd.(7)"The enemy was domigg that way. At

Corps the 9th Armd was thought to have a roadblock



somewhere around Longvilly and the 10th Armd hadﬁ
& block farther west toward Neffe. The 9th's
block was thought to be surrounded; the loth;s
block was supposed to be engaged but not yot

surrounded. (8)

Middleton had described the situation at
these blocks when McAuliffe reported to him and
had said: }"There is a battle now going on for
‘Bastogne.“(Q) ~He‘spoke of ﬁhe blocks out along
' the Longvilly road as "surrounded" and he described
the position of three other blocks which CCB of
| 10th Armd waamaintéining to the east, northeast
and southeast of the city.(10) The Corps Commander
had no specific plan for the employment of 10lst
Div, and at first Mohuliffe could think of
nothing.(1l1) At 2200 he sugéastgd to Middleton
that:a combat team be sent east to develop the
sl#uation.(lz) That idea'éppealed to McAuliffe
‘simply as a "good old Leavenworth solution of
~rﬁhe problem."(13) It was wholly consistent wiﬁh',
Eiddleton's conoefn for the preservation of the

~other elements of his commend. (14)

Eiddleton'and McAuliffe sent for Ewell. He

had been spending a part of his time unprofitably

fa
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on the road intersections trylng to get information
from the Americans who were straggling in from
thé north and northeast. All telked vaguely‘and_
dispiri;edly. Man after man sald to him: "We
have been wiped out," and then stumbled away
through the dark. They did’not,lniow where they
- had been. They had no idea where they ware’going.
| Ewell and his officers trled several times to
&rav out these men, then gave them up as a bad
Jcb'ahd paid ho further attention.(15) Ewell
reached his separate conclusion that any queét
for information concarning the enemy, other |

than going out bodily after it, was useless. e~
-a&afrusﬂy“whvn—1hc*cuit‘csma‘(16)

‘_Tha exact mission given Ewell Wasvtqﬁseizé
the road junétioxi at 676614 and hold 1t.'(17)
Tha t would put;him out the eastern road well be-
yond Longvilly.' Middleton told him that CCR
of the 9th Armd had a roadblock at that point
which was supposéd to be "isqlated“ and that the
110th Inf was supposedly still mainteining a
éP at Allerborn.(la) From 501st's assenmly area
it was nine end one-half mlles to the road
junction. However, that distant point did not o .

enter into McAuliffe's instructions to Ewoll



or what he anticipated the regiment would be able
,tb accomplish. McAuliffe was not sure where theA
enemy would crowd him first, but he thought it
most likely that they would roll on him from
the east. That had as mich to do with his
assignment of Ewell as did the involvament of
'kthefarmored roadblocks., He simply pointed to
the map‘anﬁ moved his finger aléng'in the direc-
tion of Longvilly, he said: "Ewell, move out
»dong this road at six o'clock, maké’dontact. at-
tack and clean up the situation.™(19) .

" Ewell didn't ask a question. He sald: "Yes,
' sir," saluted and went on his way.(20) | |

< Recalling that scene some days afterward,
| Mékulirfe was to remark: ”fhére tﬂraymgny‘man
and commanders in my operation who did'eutatanding'
 things, But Eweli's was the greatest gamble of J
ail.“It was dark. He had no knowledge of the
enemy. I could not tell him what'hefwas*likely‘
to meet. But he has & fine eye for ground and
~.no man has more douraga.:(ﬂe was the right man

for the spot I put him in."(21)

0f the few maps which Division had obtalned



from Corps, twenty went with Ewell's combat team
as 1t started to march.(22) It wasn't enough
to go around, Lt Col Clarence I Nelson, comﬁand-
ing the 907th FA Bn, had 6nly one map scaled
1:100,000 from which ﬁo:prOVide.his firing data.
' 830 as the movement got,underway,kha had aketahés
drawn up for the forward observers. On the
'éketdhea all control points and critical features
: ;-such as crossroads, bridges, woods and towna-;'
were marked and numbered; The observers knew
the locatlons of the batteries. In this way

the artilleﬁy 0peration_was coordinated. (23)

7 ﬁ.’he offensive miasion was limited to the
oné cambat team. McAuliffe had decided right at
the beginning that a suecesaful defense of
Bastpgne'depended on the utmost harboringfof his
fééerves at every_;tage‘of Qperétion, and.having
sent Ewell forth, hs proposed to sit ontBaatogne
with the :éstkof hishBiviéionvuntil some thing
new davelaped;(zé)

That same 1&9&—-conservation of force~-
guldgd Ewell in his opaning moves. In giving
" his battalion ccmmandera the march order, he

told Maj Reymond V Bottomly, Jr, who was leading
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out with the lst Bn, thet he was not to put out

flank security until he reached Mageret; otherwilse,

the progress of the column would be much too slow.

Byt 1n line with the governing principle he added

the instruction to all commanders that if’they

met opposition, they were to "take it slow and

easy." Being familiar with his_men and their

me thods in paatkcampaigna, he lnew that they

'»tendedAfo_ﬁhrow‘tnem891Vea directly on the target.
‘TheSQ methods had worked in Normandy and Holland.
| Bug.from.ﬁhat he had seen of the Bastogne terrain

‘ 1n‘N$vember, he had concluded that his main

.chanee lay 1n "fire and maneuver" rather than

in shock action, He Yelt ﬁhat his"wh016 opera-k

" tion should beAguidéd by ﬁnis‘prinoiple; He

sald to th@mi i"I'donft want you to try to beat

the enemy to death."(25)

‘_ The regiment took off at 0600, passing 1ts
CP exactly on the minute,(26) Battery B of
" the 8lst AB AA Bn—-séven 57mn guns--moved out
behind 1st Battaiiog;(27) The Division Leconnais-
‘sance Troop, w@ich had been attached to 50lst,
started through the town ahead of Bottomly's

‘men.(28) 1he obsaﬁv@rs}and the llaison party



froﬁ the artillery moved out with the lead
Infantry company. The‘artillary battalién re -
- mained in the bivouac area two mliles wesf of
Bastogne walting for ﬁbe 1nfantry to find the

enemy. (29)

Ewell went forward at 0700, The light was
" Just beginning to break. Already, he felt
vaguely’familiar;with the terrain and the first
incident streﬁgthened his cqnfidence. At the
*;first intersection past the town, he found lst
Bh»proceeding down the wrong road—-towardkﬂarvie'
’Hb'sayiﬁvithout referring to the mep, that thay:
f::were miéled, andihe recalled them and got them
- pointed toward Longvilly. The Rcn Plat, having
| proceédédﬂfarthest‘along the wrong road; thus
got behind the battalion column, and raced to
cateh up.(30) ﬂ

The column passed on down the road which
follows thé‘line of thg creek toward Neffe. To
their left the hills rose evenly from the adg;
of the right-of-way-—fairly easy slopes up which
an infantryman might run without undue exertion.
Ahegd, they'could see very little. The road

dipped end turned aroﬁna the hill facinga‘of the
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little valley and the morning fog lay so thick
that the visibility toward the south, where the
land opens up beyond the line of the creek, was

limited to 500 yards.(31)

First Battalion had been on the march for
(a little mofe then two hours, and the advance
-party was being passed through by the Ren Plat,
'~ when the body was fired oh‘by a machine gun ‘\
" stationed along the road and just short of Neffe,
The first burst of fire dld no damege but the
battalion hit the dirt. They had need to, for
they were looking straight‘down the groove
toward the ensmy position} for the last 700

~ yards the road runs straight and almost level
inté Neffe. To right of the road, the ground
fell off sharply to the croek. To the left were
the gently sloping hills. ’Bottomly deployed‘hia
,meﬁ;that way. Ewali told him to go ahead and
déveloﬁ his situation. éhella began whipping
along thé road and Bot tomly seni'word back to
Ewell that he thought he was belng opposed bj
two tanks and two platoons of infantry. Ewell
took himself off, leaving Bottomly to direct his
own fight. ﬁe had already tasted the shell fire
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and he didn't want to tempt it, unnecessarily.
Back beyond the road's first turning, about-iOOO-k
yards from Bottomly's skirmish line, there was

a pocket in the hillside to left of the road
where a stone house fitted snugly. Ewdllvget
‘up his CP there.(32) ' '

It soon becaﬁe clear to him that 1lst Bn
ybuld not be able to reduce thprroadblock be-
tcauSéiof the German tanks; they were firing
from a defilads close into the hillside where the
road runs down to Neffe from Bizory. Bottdmly
couldn‘t’bring‘the 57mms to bear because of the
‘ straightness of tﬁe Neffe~Bastoghe road over
- the last half mile. ’Abou$\1000; beipg convinced

‘that 1st Bn was stopped, Ewell decided to brihg' '

the rest of the rogiment“out’or Bastogne. But
-1t ﬁas eagler sald than done. ThevVIII Corps

was ruhhing the gvgcuation«of-its last unita'and

- thelr troops iero_streaming through town across
the regiment's line of mareh. .Seeond,Battalion
fought 1ts way through this traffic during the |
next hour and Ewell ordered them on to an
assembly areé on the reverse of the»géntiy sloping

ridge north of Bottomly's poaition(ﬁ#ﬁﬁeeé. He

. o




figured that he would put them out to the left
closed up so that they could be deployed as the

occasion arose.(33)

Lt Col Nelson, CO of the 907tk Gli FA Bn,
and Capt Gerald J McGlone, CO of Btry B, had
gone‘forward to Ewell the mimute the radio
flashed word that lst Bn had met fire at Neffe.
'KcGlond got his battery into pdaition 500 yards
northaast‘or Baafoghﬁ on the laft‘of the Long-
villi road, andjépened fire as soon as he wgs
fih.positiOﬁ, which was only a few minutéa after
1000. The atmosphere was still thick with fog
-,an&vthé battery was ﬁorking‘under several other
handi@gps--its radlos had never been tested
" and five:or”ité gans had never been fired., But
ﬁhé& spolke noﬁ‘frdm‘a distance of only 1000
‘yardsmbehind Bottomly's skirmish line. Having
welghed the risk that the enemy might flow on
around Ewell's narrow front--and accepted it--
Nelen declded that one battery was enough in
that ﬁarticuldr pbsition. He put Btry A, under
Capt Lowell B Bigeiow, into the action from a
positiqn near thé Battalibn CcP, 1000 yafds west

of Bastogne. Luck rode with him. Jthe defilade



where he had placed Btry B on the spur of the
moment was so well chosen that the guns were to
work there for almost a month without receiving

one round of counterbattery fire.(34)

This day, however, the batteries had no need
to ﬁorry about anything coming in on them, The
only heavy support for ‘the German attack ﬁas
from their tanks and 1t was all close-up fire
‘dlrected agalnst Ewell's line. The American
’artilléry fire ias turned mainly against the tanks
and the small groups of German infentry: there

were many such targets,(35)

Ewell sized up his situation., In 1st»8n;
Cos B and C were in skirmish line, while Co A was
collected in reserve.’ Bottomly had deployed
'moét of_h1é atrengﬁh to the north of the highway
but he had managed'to find rooﬁ for one platoon
in the ground south of the oreek and the rail
1line. The battalion had put two mortars into-
operation almost immadilataly and their fire was
shaking down the houses around the enemy road-

block in Neffe.(36)

But en attempt to get lst Bn's left flank



forward had failed. From Neffe, the north road
climbs graduaelly through & shallow draw to the
small farming community of Bizory. The country
hereabouts 1s absolutely barren grazing land
except for the small but thick tree plantations
and clusters of farm houses which appear as
villages_on tha’map, The dominant terrain
features are ﬁhe long and qulte-regulér ridges
‘which run generally in a north-south line,

These hills are gently undulating and the hill-
sides are qulte smooth. ‘Frdn'&w tops of the
aommanding.ridgeé one may see great distances

on a elear day. The reverse slopes are smooth
and are usually accessible from either end of
the hill, m#king them highly useful to artillery
and armor. The roads are close encugh together
| that vehicles mayumbve to the ridges from either
direction.. When the country is covered with snow,
khothing dbtf@deé on £he 1andscépe except the
small black patchers of forest. The ridges fall
away in gdntly gl oping draws which provide oiéar
flelds of fire to the flank and-énable an easy |
coverage of the main lines of communi ca tion.(37)
The road from Neffe to Bizory rises graduaiiy
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for a distance, providing a perfect slot for fire
from the low ground around.Neffe, Bottomly had
made one pass in this direction and shells from

the tanks had fairly blistered the llittle valley.(38)

Ewell decided that as long as ths eneny
tanks were in Neffe, lst Bn couldn't move in any
direction, He ordered 24 Bn to seize Bizory.

Thet hamlet 1s in the same draw up which the
tanks had shot at Bottomly's men, but the ground
flattens out at Bizory so that the place can't
be seen from Neffe, This detall, however, Ewell
couldn't see from the rear, but he was curious
to find out about 1t. The map told him that the
rldge adjacent to Bizory waa the high ground |
and would be of use to him. He wanted to see 1f
the enemy force east of there was holding a con-
tinuous position and hs sent 2d Bn forward to

find out.(40)

His decision, so casually made, prob#bly
contributed as much to the salvation of Baspogna
as anything that happened during the first few
critical days. Ewell was still strongly of the
opinion that he was being opposed by only a minor

roadblock.(41) But when he determined to extend



2

and sweep forward, he made it a certainty that

the oncoming Germans would suddenly collide with
Amsricans who were éttacking élcng a broad front.
These were the things they least expected. Until
that time they had been meeting small or dlis-
organized units, which they qulckly encircled and

 overcame, (42)

The shock discovery threw them off stride.
They recoiled, hesiﬁﬁted and lost priceless,
unreclaimable hours and opp0rtunity because of
their own cénfuaion; In that action, a faw
platoons hardenéd the fate of armies.. Ewsllvthoﬁghh
- of none of these thihgs a8 he ordered the 2d Bn
to seize Bizory. He reflected on them later in
his CP in the Bastogne Nunnery which the German
artillery had made one of the best-ventilated
buildings in Belgium. (43)



V. EAST OF BASTOGNE

The 3d Bn of the 501st Regt had become caught
in.§he traffic snarl west of Bastogne and was
at a standstill, Ewell checked on}tham at |
1200 and found that they had moved scarcely at
all, After trylng to get out of town, the
‘battalion had backtracked, only to find that the
auxiliary routes were likewise clogge& with out-
going troops;(l) Yot even the delay had 1ts
‘bénorits. Somé of the infantrymen lacked helmets,
rifles and ammﬁnition. They begged them from
the armored troops of CCB who were in town,
and in the interval the battalion became better
eﬁuipped.(z) Ewell ordered Lt Col Gesorge M
Griswold, commander of 3d Bn, to maroch the |
battalion to Mont, a 1little hamlet lying south
of the Neffe road. It seemed like the best
opportunity to get the battalion out of Bas-
togne. Hoiever, Ewell directed that one of
Griswold's companies be sent down the Wiltz road

to cover the battallon's right fiank. Griswold



Illustration No 12



¥7

was told to send fhe company to the bend in the
road lylng directly east of the vill&we of
Marvie. Ewell planned to send ths 3d Bn against
Neffe from the southwest after 1t had reached
Mont, but he issued no orders to the effect at
the time. He followed his usual plan of giving
his subordinate eommanders only & limited
objective (5)

At '1203 the 2d Bn took Bizory without op-
poaitiénLexceptvfor ﬁnobserved fire from the
‘tanks in Neffe. Still convinced that the Neffe
roadblock was the only immediate threat to
his‘front, Ewell ordered 2d Bn to advance and |
‘ aeiie Hégerbt. By this move he figured he
would box the tanks and oouid then proceed
against them from’eiﬁher front or rear according
-to the_advantagea,of the ground. Bui he speci-
fied ﬁhat'xaj Sammie N Homan, cormmander of zd.
Bn, send one company to s élze the patch of
woods 4603698+-directly nor th éf‘xageret., This
wood 1s & small plantation of very tall spruces,
Ewell saw that the long ridgelrunhing'across to
the spruces déminéted Magéret'1n-thervalley,

It seemed to him that putting one company there



might cover the approach to Mageret.(4)

Homan étarted out by road from Bizory to

. Mageret, but his route march ended Quickly. |

At the crest of Hill 510 he collided with German
1nr§ntry in aug-in positions: they ﬁere the Ren
Plat of the 26 Volksgrenadier Division, Homan

took the first jolt almost without loss; not so,

the enemy, ‘heir line was moving forward from
the foxholes and coming over the hill when the
battalion mortars and Nelson's artilléry caught
them with full blast., The paratroop# saw &
number of the enemy fall before the survivors

ran back. Deploying the rest of the battalion;

Homan sent Co F to the left to seize the coveted

wood. When this extension was completed he
repofted to Ewell by radio that his hands were
full and he was now engaged aléng his entire'
front. "For the time being," he said, "I cannot
‘think of taking Mageret."(5)

Third Bgttallion reached Mont and found one
of the engineer roadblocks outposting that point
but the further assignment of the maln body of
the battaiion was compromised by the nature of
the ground between Mont and Neffe. The two

12 4
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villages are little more than a mile apart and
 from Neffe one may lbok right down the 11ttle
valley and éee Mont clearly. The tanks of Panzer
Lehr which weée at Neffe(6) were shipping a few
shells toward Griswold's infantry. It seemed
péssible that afsmall'party‘might work its way

. toward Neffe but the gfbu.nd was much too naked
 for the exposure of any large force. . Griswold

stopped whera,he was.

Oompany I, which had drawn the assignment

on the extrems right flank, waa-instructed to
sﬁrowl‘the thrée,larga woods weét and northwest
pf £hé;§1l1age of Wardin.-iAt-lssc‘Co-I reported
| thﬁt‘it;had checked the three woods and had
'fo&né‘he‘enamy.f Ewell then told Co I to advance |
..to Wafdin and\mnka conﬁaci with a friendly armored
‘rbadblock which was supposed to be there. Ewell
had not been told officlally of the existence
‘vof this force but had heard of it quite casually
from someohe walking down the Poad;(V)‘bTha
company went on to the contact which’Ewell‘had
ordered, but for ell practical effsct, the stranger
who had~mﬁntioned that there were friends at hand
might just as well have left his words uﬁsaid.



This was Team O'Hara of GCB (10th ArmdADiv)
which on the night of 18 December had taken up
posltion on the high ground south of Wardin
{605555)r just short of the woods. The night had
been gulet except for the stragglers coming
through~--mostly rear echelon people from 28 th
Div whéseiidea about the enemy sltuation was
wildly confused. The morning opened with fog.
Ayout 1000 the trickle of stragglers falled al-
together. Thls worrled thavforce as they figured
it must mean that the enemy was coming on, They
put out a reconnalssance screen to the east
which moved slowly along the road to Bras. At
1140 they engaged and destroyed a Volkswagen on
the Wiltz-Bastogne highway. Just as they opened
fire they sai_the head of the enemy column breek
through the fog a few hundred yards gway--two;
Mark IVs and a personnel‘carrier. The‘platoon
had nothing with which to fight armor and so 1t i
cleared out rapildly, reporting its findings by

radio. As a result of the'measage, unobserved

fire was put on Bras by the 420th Armd FA Battalion.

At about the same time Capt Edward A Carrigo,
Team S-2, and lst Lt John D Devereaux, commanding
B of the 54th, were entering Wardin from the



southwesi and finding 1t unhealthy. The town was
wrapped 1n fog; they could scarcely see anything
at 50-yard range but they prowled on through

the town and just as they got beyond it a o
projectile of antitank size hit the front bumper
~of the jeep. Nothing was hurt,but the two offi-
cers inoreased their speed and reported that
there were people moving'intO'warﬁin who were

quite unfriendly.(8)

"By noon the vis ib’iiity lengthened to 800
yards. 24 Lt Theb-dore R Hamer, observer for the
420th, moved forward to the top of a small hill‘
- (609555) . ‘Thefe were five ﬁanks of Team O'Hara
on the crest;yhén he gdt there. Before he had
a dhancodto observe for fire, his own tank was
hit ﬁwiée frcﬁ theﬁleft by a high veloclity guﬁ.
Hamer.and three other crew menbers were wounded.
v Orie man was incinera-tgd inside the tank. A
second medium tenk was hit in the turret by a
bahellbﬁhich killed the gumner. The driver backed
the tank down the hill wildly, not stopping -
until the vehicle became bogged; the tank could
’_”not_bé'salvagedpAnd later had to be destroyed.
The other tanks cleared away from the hill as

5
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rapidly as they could. Direct flre artillery
began to hit the force's main position from north
across the velley. On the road shead, the tzam
had hastily set up a mine field., At 1300 a few
Germans jumped frém & Volkswagen and tried to
remove the mines. From only 200 yards away to
the west, five of the infantry halftracks and
five medium tanks opened fire on the party. But
‘they-jumped in their car and made a clean

- getaway. Shortly after, an outpost at the south
"of the positidn‘saﬁ another enemy group moving
through woods northeast towaﬁd Wardin. One of
the medium tanks moved up and put them under

fire.(9)

These were the things which had happened
prior to the time when Team O'Hara saw men coming
‘toward them from the woods at their rear. They
were 1in patrol‘formntion and wore an unfemiliar
green uniform, which looked tight around the
legs. The tankers were just about to fire and
then someone in the approaching>party yelled.
They were the point of Co I, 501lst Infantry.
Thelir green jump suits had elmost been their un-

doing; the main body of the company was right «
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behind them in the woods. They were on theif
‘way to Werdin., It was good news to the tankérs.
~ The first infantry support had arrived and
they could now withdraw their own patrol which
had been reaching éut toward the town. Some
fateful minutes passed and nothing was done to
unify the action. With the enemy crowding in
on them, the forces actéd 1like two ships passing
" in the night. The paratroopers went on. Two
medium tanks were placed so as to éo#er the

exits from Wardin, That was all.{(10)

Lt Col James Ofﬂafa, cémmanding 54th Armd
Inf Bn, 10th Armd Div, had thought that the
| Qnemy would push west on the Wiltz-Bastogne
highway. But he wds wrong about it. They by-
>paésed his grcup~~exoopt;for a fe#»who squesezed
a little too far over to the west end got them-
selves killed for their pains-~and went on to
Wardin, moving along a deeﬁ gully where Q'Hara's
tanks couldn't bring their fire to*beér.’ Thé
tankers could see the German 1nfantry‘infiltrat-“v
ing by‘twoa,andvthrees, moving northwest toward
the town, untii a hundré@ or more had pa#séd;

They asked that artillery be put on the gully
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but the artillery was occupied with the defense

of Noville. “hen the enemy began to fret O'Hara's
immedlate front agalin: one group came élose

enough to fire at a tank with a rocket which fell
five yards short. Halftracks sprayed éhe area
with machine gun fire and the tanks pounded

away with their 75ums, <“hus preoccupied, Team

- O'Hara paid no mind to Wardin. They knew there
twas fighting going on but the situatlion was

"obscure."(11)

| At 1415, Ewell heard that Co I was being
fired on in Wardin, The reports trickling in
during the next few mimtes indicated that the
,céﬁ@aﬁy'was doing pfetty well, Armor was now
_ oppoéing them, buf,théy hﬁd already knocked out
two tanks and were puéh;ng the enemy infantry
' MfrOm town, By 1600, Ewell was pretty content
with his general situaﬁion. He had three
battaliéni approximately‘abreast;bhe was in
contact all along his front and there was a
frigndly roadblock-~Team,éngrah-én his ex-
treme right flank. But he felt that he had
gone asfar és he could ﬁi?h hié of fensive action

- and that such strength was now being commi t ted



against him that he could no loagsr think about
his specific missioh. He thorefore crdavaé_ N
the battallions to maka plans to hveék,contact

at dark and draw baci: to defend & gensral line
along the hish ground to the weat'of'ﬁiiery~“
Neffe and in any approximate extenslon of this |
- 1line to the southward of tho creek. At Division
‘f ﬁeadquartar§, %cauli:ra'and Kinnard looked over

his»plan and approved 1t.(12)

As he was walking back throuh Bastogne
f he met &.;avgéant froa‘Co I who said to him,
"Have you heard about Cé&pany I1? We've been
wipad out."” Evall‘ggt to his radio; he didn't
f‘boliave-tha sergeant, but tho story was nearer
right then he thought. Company I had lost 45
~men and 4 officers at Wardin and the survivors
‘had scattersd so badly that Lt was no longer
possible to form even & platoon, The news was
a‘ého&k. fUpon hearing that Co I was becoming
‘invaivadrtn‘wnrdin;‘Ewdll had orderad 1tfto
diaéngége and withdraw; howevsr, bafore the
company ﬂaﬁld 0omply3 1t had come under the
_fullﬁahock'or en attaok by seven tarnks and one
Vbattaiicn rréﬁ 001 Rogihani of Paniér Lehr.
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The survivors .ot out «s besst they could.(1l3)

?ho:incidant siaply strengthened Hwell's
conviction that he must sbandon all ofisasive
intention and tighten up his position. O'Hara
had réached the seme conclusion and for much
the same reaéon. Pour of the walking wounded
who had gotten gut of Wardin had coée into his
1ines and told him the news., He saw himself in
- &an axpcsed position with no one on his riﬁhm,
an aggrosaive enemy on his left and preasura
along his front, and he asked CCB for permlission
to wiﬁhdraw. |

By radic he received his reply, "Contact
friends on your left, hold whet you have,”
That showed th&t Headquarters still didn't
understand the situation. So he sent his 5-3,
Capt George A Renaux, to Bastogne to sxplain what
he couldn't put over the alr, and then he took
himaself to the rear to rsoonnoiter a battor _
position. At 1715 he was ordara& to withdran
to the high ground north of Marvie--the same
plece he had airaady'ehqaen as. the best defensive

line in the area., The g Sa, heavy weapons and
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engineers were first to start digging into the
new slopej when they were in place, the rest of
the force came along, except for four medium
tanks and one platoon of infantry which ccvered
the withdrawal. Throughout the whole move,
the 420th put a heavy covering fire into the
ground where the enemy had been seen during the

day. But not a shot was fired in return.(l4)

Because of the loss of Co I and the feeling
ﬂnat the enemy was building up on his right,
Ewell asked Division to attach one battalion
to his regiment for a right flank and reserve.
He was given lst Bn of 327th.G11 Inf under Lt
Col Hartford F Salee. Jhey were put in behind
Ewell's 3d Bn which put them next to Team

O'Hara.(15)

Between 1700 and 1800, 501st fell back to
~the new defensive line. Estimating his gains
and losses, Ewell didn't glve the regiment too‘
mich credit, He thought that Co I had probably
killed some Germans at Wardin, but slnce the
énemy still held the town, he couldn't be sure.

His impression was that the execution done by



his own right and center had not been very good.

(163 Ewell said, "Any actual killing of the

ﬂ(/(’} .

enemy that day was due to the artillery.

' Caﬁt Ryerson's force, having speht the day
b; hoping that the infantry would get up to them,
clung to three houses in the northwest edge of
Mageret after dark. The enemy shbt up flares
and blazed away at Ryerson's vehicles with AT
gunsj three of them were destroyed. Their in-
fantry then came on but was driven back by the
fire of the 420th Battallon.

At 0030, CCB sent orders for Ryerson to
wl thdraw before dewn, and to meke contact with
Ewell at Bizorf. tOne line in the special in-
structions sald, "The lead vehicle will inform
outpost line of numbér of vehicles in his column
to insure that né Germans follow column 1ﬁto our

lines."

Ryerson got ready to move his wounded to a
point beyond the crest of the first hillQ—thevi'
first step on the way 6ut.(17)

'\v
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VI, HOLDING THE CHATEAU

Col Cherry had been sitting on the hot seat.
Having failed to get to his forward elements
| the night of 18 December, he went to his CP,
which was set up in the chateau 300 yards south
~of Heffe. A signal company from VIII Corpa
which had hastily pulled out of this bﬁilding
had scribbled signs on the walls saying, "We'll-
be back--The Yanks." One of Cherryis men read
1t and snorted, "We'll be back--Helll Weire

~ here to stay."(1) -

'bAt 0600 on 19 December--just as Ewell's
‘ﬁén;ﬁere passing the IP--Cherry's Rcn Plat of
“the_EdFTk Bn, which was outpcsting the road
junction at Neffe, was hit by énemy tanks and
infantry from the east, The platoon knocked out
one tank with a bazooka but the enemy kept com-
ing; and efter taking some losses, the line
broke back under a storm.of rifle, machine gun
and direct artillery fire. Most of the outpost

fell back along the Bastogne road up which Bottomly's



men were coning, but three of thew wore able
to got through to Cherry in the chateauj they
carried the word that the encmy had come to

Neffe with two tanks and two infantry plotoons.(2)

At 1000, while Fwell was committing his 24

: Bn, Chorry saw 4 nore Gemazi tenkse-one, & Tiger
Royal--an ammored car and 97 more infantrymen
enter Neffe from ths diractlon of Hageret. Right
after that, thoy hit him, and they ﬁpent the
‘rest of that day trying to crush him with thelr
loft whila poking at Fwell with thelr right.

The chateau was stoutily buili and tals somwhat
dcmyamamd for Cherry's depletéd muiabers, He
had to see 1t throuzh with his headquarters
parasonnel who moved from one elde of ths bullding
to m’othér &8 the ,uttaak' shifted. The automatic
weapons had baen tsken from the vehalcles and
placed in the windows and a‘t other polinta where
they could cover the chateau yard and walls,
From three sides, the enemy 1nrantry présnod

in égain_at th‘ﬁ bullding; the west side of the
chateau was raked with 20mm and mechine gin fire.
(3) But though some died within five yar‘da‘ of

the walls, not one Cermsn got into the chateau,

6o
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There was dnly one sombre note in the defense.
A depleated platoonv9f englneers which had ar-
rived from the dlirection of Moht early in the
morning was ordered to ﬂde south of the chateau
at tho helght of the action. The enémy was
,ﬁmving thrmgh woods toward the higl ground in
‘that direction, The angineérs started on their
| mission but kept on over the hill andvTeam

‘Chprry-neverfaaw them again.(4)

Some time around midafternoon a platoon
from Ewell's 3d Bn in Mont worked its way care-
- fully forward, taking advantage'of’ﬂhe cover
by thé forest patches and the rise and fall of
the groﬁnd, and entered the chateau.(5) It
“tufhed’out ﬁhisvuay, that whereaé the fire of
the German tanks had kept Griswold from closing
~on Kaffe, hisvinfantry fire had compelled tha
Germans to releass their btight hold on the

chateau., Too, the enemy must have felt mount-
ing concern for what was occurring on their |
right. The platoon had come as m‘m:,mfoomm_ts
--to help Cherry hold the fort. Eut"?'?“éygtha’t
time the r¢of‘was»biaiing’over his‘hégdkand his

;meg were béing‘smoked out by a'f1re Iighteé by



the enemy's HE sholl.(s). He walted until the
approach of dark-and then he led all hands out
of Neffe and back to the infantry lines at Mont.
Before leaving, he sent CCB this message, "We're
not driven out....we were burned out. We're

not withdrawing....we are moving. "(7)

G2
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VII. TEAM DESOBRY AT NOVILLE

The contemporary accounts which attempted
to apportion the credit for the saving of Bastogné
had much t§ say ;bout the 10lst Div and relatively
iittle about anyone else. It was irony that a
paratroop outfit waich had done equally brilliant
work in Normandy and Holland won world recog-
nition for the first time and in so doing
eclipsed the splendid help givon by the other
victors at Bastogne, AIt was the belief of the
commanders at Bastogne that the 28th Div had
absorbed much of the shook of the attack before
the enemy reached their front on that first day
and that the hagziasing of the German rear by
the armored forces which had gone out the Long-
villy road further lighfaned the burden to
their men.(l) In those critiocal hours the armor
out along the roads leading nqrfh and east was
to the infantry in Bastogne like a football
'oﬁd.throwlng himself in the path of the inter-
ference so that the secondary defense can hgve'

a clean chance to get at the men with the ball.
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One of the most desperately placed of these
amall armored forces was Team Desobry which
assembled in the Noville area at 2300 on 18
December. The town of Novills is on relatively
high ground. Yet 1t 1s commanded by two
ridges from about 800 yards, one in the south-
east and the other running from north to north-
west. DBecause tﬁe team érrived in the dérkneas,
full advantage of the natural defenses of the
area could not be taken immedliately. Ma}j
William R Desobry (CO, 2l1st Armd Inf Bn, 10th
Armd Div) set up & perimeter defense of
the town under Capt Gordon Gelger of Headgquarters
Company. Three outposts, each consisting of
a depleted platoon of infantry end a section
of medium tanks, were sent forwafd. One went
east on the Bourecy road, one went northeast on
the Houffalize road and the third set up its
roa@block at some crosstralls on the road to
Vaux, This outpostfline was about 800 yards
from the maln body. The engineers wers
instructed to install mineflelds in support
of the roadblocks but found it impossible to

comply with the order because of the flow of



American stragglersvback over these same roads.
They came on all through the night--men from
scattsred englneer units, from CCR of the 9th
Armd Div and from the 28th Division. Roberts
had told Desobry to draft into his organizatioﬁ
any men he could use. Every vehicie‘which came
down the road was halted and searched for
infantry soldiers. At the end of the search
Desobry had collected many ihdividual riflemenA
but only pne‘orgénized group--ah'officer’and
‘14 men from CGR. 'This.gr0up filled the gap
“in Dasqbry's‘fanks end maintained itself cour-
T" ageously during the nextyfew days, but‘iﬁ was
Desobry's eiperienee that the strays were
little use to himmand_tdok'to the cellars when

the actlon became warm.

At 0430 the flow of stragglers abrﬁptly_
ceased and Desobry's men grew tense, anticipat-
ing an‘enemy attack. At 0530 a group of
hal ftracks could be heard énd dimly seen ap-
proeching the block on the Bourey road, In
the darkness the outpost could not tell whether
they’were friend or ehemy»_._ The front senﬁry

- yelled "Halt!" four times. The first vehicle
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pulled to a grinding halt within a few yards of
hia, Someone in the half track yelled something
ih German. From a bank on the right of the
road, Desobry's men showered the halftrack
with hand grensdes. »everal exploded as they
landed in the vehlicle. There was loud screaming
as some of thé Gormans Jjumped or fell from thé
halftrack and lay in the road. The rest of

the column quickly unloaded and deplofed in the
ditches along the road. There ensued a 20-
minute close-up fight with grenades and auto-
matlic weapons and although the roadblock crew
was greatly outnumbered, the bullet fire did
them no hurt because of the protection of

the ambankment, S Sgt Leon D Gantt decided
that too many potato mashers were coming 1nﬁo
the position and ordered his men to withdraw

" about 100 yards. Thereon the Germans turned
their halftrack around end ren for safety;

they were apparently a reconnaissance element
and had completed their mission. During the
sction the two tanks had done nothing slthough
they were within 100 yards of the Germen column.

Sgt Gantt went to 2d Lt Allen L Johnson end

X4



asked him ﬁhy. Johnson replied that he wasn't
sure what to do. He then fired a ocouple of
Parthian shots down the road but the enemy had
already dlisappeared into the fog and darkness.
At dawn the outpost fell back on Noville ac-

cording to instructions.

Twenty mimutes sfter the flghting had dled
on the Boﬁrcy road three tanks approached the
outpost on the Houffﬁlize road. The sound of
_thelr motors seemed familiar to s Sgt Major I o
Jonaa who was out by himself 75 yards in fronb _
of the roadblock. He thought they ware American,
When the tenks were 75 yards away Jones yelled,
"Halt!" and fired e quick burst with his BAR
| 6ver the turret of the lead tank. It stopped
50 yards from him. He heard the occupants
conversing in Englidh. TthAfire'frﬁm'the ténk's
.50 cal broke around Jones' foxhole in the
sloping bank on the side of the road. He  ‘
flattened quickly and the fire missed his back
by inches, ~ThaKmaﬁ~at the rbadblock fired on |
the tanks, Suddanly a cry of, "Cease fire, thcy
're friendly troopsti" ias heard.L Jones waa not

certain whether the cry camq‘from the force in
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front or béhind him., The small-arms fire
ceased. But the two medium tanks which were
supporting the roadblock, and were standing
~about 100 yards from this new armor, were less
sanguine. The té.hk on the right side of |
k_the road fired.hia 75mm 3 the’first round hit
 the bﬁnk 15 ‘yards from Jones and almost blew
him out of the hole. The foremost tank con-
fronting Jones fired six quick rounds in repiy.
‘The first round knocked out the Americen tank
on the.fight. The second round knocked out
~ his companion. The succeeding rounds also
scoféd'direct hits, Yet none of the tankers
were ;killed though several were hard hit., One
man had his right leg blown off and his left
badly mangled. Pvt John J Garry, an infantry-
m&n, moved over to the,@itéh to helpbthé s
“wounded tankers snd was hit in the shoulder by

8 snell fragment.

Jones and the other men in the advanced
positions ﬁere binned to their foxholes by the
grazing fire from the enemy guﬁs‘ The American
halftracks were in line behind the Shemmans,
The position of the rulned amor not only

blocked the enemy from.coming down the road
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gave the halftracks partial cover so that they
could turn their machine guns against the

enemy column. A bazooka team tried to get

forward but couldn't find an avenue by which

they could bring the rockets to bear. Under

these aondition& of deadlock the two forces
continued to slug it out toe-to-toe while the

fog swirled aroﬁnd them and at last oiosed in

s0 thick'that they could scarcely see the muzvzble'.-‘
" flaghes of thé guns, At 0730 the platoon dis-

| éngage.d and withdrew to Noville, acting on the
‘orders given by Desobry the night before.
>Th,e‘"y'had held to the last minute end so com-
plied”with the order, but they were abou t through |
i;x' any case, as enemy infantry waé now coming

up around the flank. The roadblock on‘ the

Vaux road was not attacked. But while ‘tht

party} iikawige was wlthdrawing at 0730 they

heard the enemy coming down from the north.

During the night Capt Geiger had set up
roadblocks on all roads entering Novilia and had
placed & thin screen of infantry in a circle
Just beyond the buildings;’ The position was
particularly we{ak on the south and west--the
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sldes which the enemy seemed least llkely to
abpboach. One tank was posted on the road

- leading to Bastogne and two were put on the

- other maln exits from the towm. In addition, .
one 57mm gun and a 75mm assault gun were plaoé"d‘
to cover each of the roads which had been |

" outposted during the night, The survivors of
the two opening skirmishes had just drawn back
within this defensive circle when 88 fire from
the northward ripped out of the fog which by
this time completely enveloped the town. From
ﬁoville's main street the north-running road

is straight for miles: the defenders figured
that German tanks were sitting out on the road
'somewher‘e and ﬁring right down the slot. The
fire was very heavy for half an hour. It
destroyed three hé.lf’cragks end a jeep and blew
the machine gun from an M8 car. But miraculously,
no one was hurt. At 0830 two Tiger tanks nosed
out of the fog and stopped within 20 yards of
the machine gun positioné covering the northern
sector. E The 57mm gun to right of the moad |
was .vvd.thin 30 yards of the tanks, A medium‘
tank with a 75mm gun was looking straight at

them. The machine gunners alongside the road



picked up their bazookas. All fired at the same
time and the two Tiger tanks became just so
muich wrecked metal; later, all hands clalmed
credit for the kill. A few Germans jumped out
of the tanks and startedv'bo riee. Maohine |
gunners end riflemen in the outposts cut loose

" on them. But they could not be sure wﬁether

the fire found the targets because the fog
swallowed the rumiing men within 30 yards.

~ Some German infantry had come along behind the

| tanks‘gnd Desobry's men had caught only & glimpse

of their ngures. But they turned back the
moment the skirmish opened. About 0930 the
_ enemy began to press egainst the west sector

‘with a series of small probing actions which .

lasted until 1080. The officer in charge of this

_ground, 24 Lt Eugans»E Todd; was new to action
‘and he felt that he was augtéining the weight
of & major attack by the whole;Gengan Army.
'When he aaked~Captheiger for permission to
‘withdraw, Geiger replied, "Hell, hold your
_grdund and fight." He did;> |

The real thing started at 1030, The
defenders had heard the rumblings of tanks and

the puttering of smaller vehicles-dut in thé'

1/



fog as if a trémendous ild-up were going on.
‘Quite suddenly the fog lifted like a curtain
going up and revealing the stage. The ‘cclmntry-
side was filled with tenks. From the second
story of his CP in the Noville schoolhouse,
Capt Omar R Billett, (CO of _Co B, 20th Armd

Inf Bn, 10th Armd Div) saw at a glance more than
' thiz;ty tanks, Others s#w a8 many more from
~different points of vantage. In an extended
gkimiah 1line along the ridge short of Vaux iare
14 tanks; Desobry's men looked at this scene |
and k‘neﬁ tha ¢ they were st’an&iné in the road

of an entire Panzer division. At that moment
they might well have uttered the words of Roland,
"*Gre'a'ci are the hosts of these strange people," |
but instead they plcked up their arms. The
lead_ing enemy formations were 1000 yards -away."
The distance made no di'ri‘érgnce even to the
‘m‘en'mrking the .50 cal machine guns: they
fired with what they had. When 800 yards out,
the 14 tanks on the ridge halted and shelled
the town. Other ﬁanks' were swinging around the
right flank but on the left the enemy armor

was already within 200 yards of the American

position when the curtain went up.
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The events of the next hour were shaped by
the flashes of the heavy guns and the vagaries
of the ever-shifting fog. The guns rolled in
measure according to a visiblility which came
and went in the passage of only a few seconds.
But it was never an infantryman's battle.

Little knots of men on foot were upcoming be-
hind the German tanks, and the 420th's batterles
hammersed at thése forces; it is doubtful if

‘the American artillery stopped a single tank.
About the time that the enemy array became fully
revealed, a platoon from the 609th TD Bn

rolled into Noville, and added the gunpower of
"1ts four TDs to the guns already engaglng.

The sudden, sharp focus given the line of Mark
IVs and Mark Vs on the ridge line made them like
ducks in a shooting gallez'y. Nine were hit
straightaway, three of them exploding in flames.
One came charging down the highway and was
turned into a flaming wreck 500 yards out. Two
tanks which had been in the foreground, ahead

of the ridge, also charged the town at a speed
which wrought momentary confusion in Desobry's .
CP. At 30 yards range; a 105mm assault gun
fired its first round, stopping one tank, but
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not dissbling its gun. The German fired but
missed, then tried to withdrawj the assault gun
finished him off with & quick round. The other
German had been stopped by one of Desobry's
mediums atg range 75 yards. Looking in the
direction from which they had come, obéervers

In the taller buildings of Noville could sse
four more tanks laylng in & draw--almost con-
oealed’. The ground cover was good enough that
the Noville guns couldn't get at ﬂlan-;until one
tank made the mistake of pulling out onto the
road. It was a shining mark, 300 yards away;

a TD fired snd the tank exploded in a blaze.

The fog swirled back, écreening the draw, and
the other three tanks ran. To east of town,‘
the run down the flank by the enemy armor ended‘
~ with the destruction of three .of the tanks,
German infantry had appeared on that side in
fairly large numbers but when the 1lifting of the
- fog exposed them, they turmed and ran, and bullet
fire from Noville thinned thelr ranks while

they were running, In Noville, the defending
1nfantry company had'log,t 13 wounded, 4 vehicles
had been wrecked and one TD smashed--mainly
from indirect ar’cilléry fire which had harassed
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By 1130 the fight had died, though inter-

mittent shelling continued toworry the garrison.(5)

In Bastogne, McAuliffe got the news at the crisis
of the first attack and declded that Team
Desobry needed help.(4) At 1050 he ordered

1st Bn of 506th Regt, under Lt Col James L
LaPrade, to reinforce Noville, putting 2d and

3d Bns in division reserve just north of Bastogne
on the Noville road.(5) At the same time, he
detached 1st Bn from R,gt and put it under Div-
ision coﬁtroli(ﬁ) ‘LaPrade and his staff got up
to Denobryfaﬁ 1130 and told him the battalion
waa¢ohsthe road. (7) It was not quite clear
tp'eithér of the local commanders whether there
had bagn-an4af£achmanti§f one force to the

other but they decided that for the time being
they would knép it a “muﬁual affair."(8)

LaPrade and hls command had just one 1:100,000
map to serve them for the fortheocoming operation.
(9) | |

The commanders agreed that the next order
of business was to attack due north and seize

the high ground which the enemy had tried %o

757
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use as & springboard durihg the morning. In-
fantry and armor would jump off together at
1400. However, LaPrade's battalion didn't
arrive until 1330 and couldn't make ready that
~soonj the jumpoff was postponed until 1430,
since meanwhile there was a small matter of

supply to be finally adjusted.(10)

The 506th had left Mourmelon in such a
hurry that many of the men did not have helmets
and others were short of weapons and ammunition.
LaPrade told Desobry about his ambarrassmegt
- and the aﬁmored‘force’s 3-4, 2d Lt George C
Rice, was sent packing to Foy bo’bring up am-
muni tion. 'Enrbute{he met the upcoming battalion
 ; and asked for thelr supply officer; but the
latter was in Bastogne beating the woods for
weapons and emmunition. So Rice asked:the
company officer3 what they needed most, and
found that rocket launchers, mortars and all
- types of ammunition wére the critical shortagés.
He‘then.dashad on’to Foy and loaded the jeép -
with cases of hand grenadeé and Ml emmund tion.
The jeep was turned around andvthq stuff was

paésed out to thé,paratroopere as they marched.
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On his next shuttle, Rice got back to the moving
battalion with a jeep and a truck'averldadad

with weapons and ammunition. The materlel waé
pﬁt alongside the road 1n‘five separdgé‘pilea 80
that the men could pick up thé things they needed
as they went by, He made‘one more trip and  ~

' caught the head of the column just befors 1t
resched the limits of Noville. A load of 8lmm
mgrtar‘émmnitio'n came into town after the

‘battalion got there.(1l)

These details caused 8 slight delay in getting

the battle under way again.
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